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This talk will review the current state and developing trends in disaster 
risk reduction and emergency preparedness. It will do so using models of 
the institutions and processes involved. With regard to both natural and 
anthropogenic hazards, particular attention will be devoted to the 
relationship between science and society. In a world characterised by 
rapid change, disaster preparedness must adapt rapidly and effectively to 
global and local tendencies. 
 
 
David Alexander is Professor of Disaster Management at CESPRO, the 
University of Florence's Centre for Risk and Civil Protection Studies, 
where he is the principal lecturer in a Master's degree in emergency 
management. Alexander taught for 22 years in America at the University 
of Massachusetts and has also taught at various British and Italian 
universities. He is the author of several books, including Natural 
Disasters, Confronting Catastrophe and Principles of Emergency 
Planning and Management. 
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